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C.aitns 1.12. 16. 25 and 26 have been amended and claims 8 and 9 have been canceie* 
C*n» 1. -7, 11-12. 14-!6 and 25-30 are pending. Examination of .he appHcatton, as amended. 

""^ea.end^^ 

condition for allowance or in better form for appeal. 

ins Rejections 

Cairns 1-6 and 9-16 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Epstein (WO 01/31393) in view of Hayashi (U.S. Patent No. 6.204.903). App.icants assume that 
claim 25 is also ircluded in this rejection. 

Applicants disagree with this rejection. 

Pending clanns 1. 12 and 16 have been amended to better clarify that the hetght of *e 
composite, along the x-direction, varies as a sine c^ or a cosine Pending 25 has 

heen amended to better clarify that the height of the composes includes curved surfaces 
extending in the x-directio. The pending daims, as amended, generally recite pnsn.attc 

adjacent prismatic stru~^ 

arepeating sine or cosine wave. Additionally, pending claims 1.12, 16and25 have been 
tended to clarify that the height variation of the composes, along tire y-direefcon. mcludes 
curved features or facets. See for example, FIG. 10A of the application where such a structure „ 



I illustrated, n*-* 

I Examiner states that the repeating period of Epstem. in the x-drrectton (left to nght 

m e same maximum and mi—. Applicants do not agree that the pnsmauc structure of PIG 
I ofEps temisasinewave.However.to b etterclarify, el aimsl. 1 2andl6havebeena I n e nde d to 

I recite "a sine curve" and »a cosine curve", indicating that each of the sine wave and cosme wave 

has curved surfaces. Claim 25 has been amended to recite a "curved surface". Non hnear 
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CO sinecuiv e (daim S l,12, a ndl6)a n( idonoihavecurvedfacet S (cla 1 rn25). 

T heExammerturnstoHG.4of^^^^^ 
suture with spacing along the y-axts, wUh *e y-axi S being diagonaUy right tan the front to 

alfmesJcture.HayasMsh^^^ 

The —on of Epstein with Hayashi, however, do. not provide the structure rectted 
in the pending claims, the combination does no, provide a P , urality of composites that have a 
heisht that vanes inasine or cosine wave as the compose extends in the x^recnon and that 
varies with a curve in the y-direction; see FIG. 10A of the application for a representative 
structure having such feature, The combination of Epstein with Hayashi, as combined by the 
Examiner, would provide angularly stepped composites with flat surface facets (extendtng » the 
x-d.rection from left to right of FIG. 3 of Epstein, that are spaced from each other ,nto the page 
(in the y-direction). The combination would not provtde a structure having composes wtth a 

height variation as claimed. 

The claims arc allowable over the combination of Epstein and Hayash, and least for the 

reasons provided. 

Claims 7-8 were rejected as unpatentable over Epstein in view of Hayashi and further in 
view of Fong (U.S. Paten, No. 6,280,063). To facilitate prosecution of this applicanon, chums 7 
and 8 have been canceled, without prejudice. Withdrawal of this rejection is requested. 

SUMMARY 

Applicants submit that all the claims axe in proper form for allowance and respectfully 
request reconsideration and allowance thereof. A Nonce of Allowance is requested. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned representative to discuss the scope of 
this application, me prior art references, or to otherwise facilitate prosecution of this application. 
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Additional*, the Examiner is mvited to contact the underfed if he beHeves it would be 
beneficial to discuss the application and/or the prior art references Wl th an mvento, 



Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 371-5222 



Date: January 30 7 2004 
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